
















Putting together a plastic credits investigation - the basics

1. What is the claim? This is your starting point. ‘Plastic neutrality’; ‘Plastic 
net zero’; ‘Meeting Extended Producer Responsibility requirements’; 
‘Taking plastic out of the environment’. You’re interrogating this claim.

2. Have you got big name brands? Coca-Cola Philippines, L’Oreal 
Philippines, Colgate-Palmolive Philippines, PepsiCo Philippines. Local 
franchises.

What have they bought? Understand your registry back-to-front. Build a 
spreadsheet (more on that in a moment).



3. Is the claim backed by evidence/science? Burning; Co-processing; 
Waste-to-energy. Scientists agree this is not ‘neutralising’ plastic. 
“Shape-shifting”. (You can also look at chemical and mechanical recycling)

Then you need to check out: regulation; inspection; emissions monitoring.

4. ‘Additionality’ - Was the government doing this anyway? Is it being 
collected from the environment/seas? Or household waste bags? Does this 
match to what the consumer is being led to believe?



First stop - your credit registry







Look closely at your database. What else does it tell you?

● “Declared footprint”
● “Third party validation”
● Repeating credit serial numbers



5. Human and environment impact. Work with a local media partner - 









6. Go to previous employees - and experts in the country



7. Emissions calculation, put in ordinary language 



8. Who owns it? Are they influential? What are they getting 
out of it?

● Lobbying their government? (FOI can be tricky - human sources might be 
better)

● In a plastics alliance of some kind? Lobbying the UN? (Start with the UN 
Observers written submissions to each session)

● Company financial accounts - profits and worker pay (This has yet to be 
properly done)



There’s loads out there - if you want to collaborate, be in touch…



It matters because…



jess@source-material.org


