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27 years of research and campaigning to 
expose and curb corporate power in EU 
decision-making, including on:

 Climate justice
 Food and agriculture
 Chemicals
 Big Tech
 Health
 Economic justice
 Democracy, transparency & accountability

About Corporate Europe Observatory



 Biggest lobby register in the world
 You can find information on:
1) Money spent on lobbying (not by NGOs)
2) Numbers of lobbyists (lobbying employees 

+ Euro Parl passes)
3) Topics lobbied on
4) Meetings with commissioners, cabinets, 

directors-general (not all Commission lobby 
meetings)

5) Declared meetings with MEPs 
 Anyone lobbying or trying to influence EU 

decision-making should register  
 https://transparency-register.europa.eu/

index_en  

EU lobby transparency register



 
 https://www.lobbyfacts.eu/
 A project of Corporate Europe Observatory 

and LobbyControl
 LobbyFacts takes the data from the EU 

lobby register & makes it more user-friendly
 LobbyFacts presents EU lobby data from 

2012 
 LobbyFacts enables filtering, ranking, 

comparing data
 LobbyFacts data is downloadable 
 LobbyFacts enables you to perform various 

searches

LobbyFacts

https://www.lobbyfacts.eu/


Major flaw: register is voluntary 

The register remains  
voluntary: it is not legally-
binding, and the sanctions 
are weak.

This means that there are 3 
problems with the data.

But EU lobby register data is not perfect...



1. There is some lobbying 
going on in Brussels (or 
elsewhere on EU topics) 
which is not captured by 
the register



2. It also means there is 
some unreliable or 
implausible data. 

Almost all data is self-
declared (key exceptions 
include EU Parliament 
access passes and 
Commission lobby 
meetings) and some 
lobbyists declare too 
much while others 
declare too little



In September 2022 we 
complained about 430 
entries. Response:

"Only 3% were correct 
from the outset and, 
whilst in 59% of total 
cases the registrant 
provided a satisfactory 
update, 38% were 
removed from the 
register."



3. And a lot of vague or 
inconsistent data

FYI LobbyFacts 
synchronises with the EU 
lobby register once a day 
but … lobbyists often only 
update registrations 
annually



Despite imperfect data there are good stories 
to be found... 



Major flaw: register is voluntary LobbyFacts can help you to … look at 
declared lobby footprints from past & today



Major flaw: register is voluntary For example: BASF profile
https://corporateeurope.org/en/chemical-romance-politicians-basf  



Major flaw: register is voluntary Or for a sector:
https://corporateeurope.org/en/big-toxics-firepower  



Major flaw: register is voluntary LobbyFacts can help you to … explore an 
individual lobbyist’s career moves  



Major flaw: register is voluntary 
Follow the money:
https://www.ftm.eu/articles/corporate-lobbies-unimpededly-recruit-
former-european-parliament-staff?



Major flaw: register is voluntary LobbyFacts can help you to … investigate 
clients of lobby & law firms



Major flaw: register is voluntary LobbyFacts can help you to … research 
lobbying on a specific topic or file



Major flaw: register is voluntary LobbyFacts can help you to … investigate 
high-level Commission meetings



Major flaw: register is voluntary LobbyFacts can help you to … analyse 
lobby organisations from a specific country



Major flaw: register is voluntary LobbyFacts can help you to … avoid dodgy 
or implausible data



Major flaw: register is voluntary But watch out…!



Major flaw: register is voluntary 

 Searches can be downloaded
 We have (limited) capacity for bespoke data 

requests so get in touch if you need help
 There is more detail in our how to guide:

https://www.lobbyfacts.eu/how-to 
 Check out our disclaimer: 

https://www.lobbyfacts.eu/disclaimer
 You can check financial data for BE-based 

organisations, at the National Bank of Belgium 
 And if you publish using LobbyFacts data, let us 

know: https://www.lobbyfacts.eu/latest-stories 

LobbyFacts tips:

https://www.lobbyfacts.eu/how-to
https://www.lobbyfacts.eu/disclaimer
https://www.lobbyfacts.eu/latest-stories


Thank you

corporateeurope.org

.Vicky@corporateeurope org

facebook.com/
CorporateEuropeObservatory

@vicky_cann

+44 7960 988096

 :          Lobby transparency Corporate Europe Observatory is registered in the EU lobby
     5353162366-85.transparency register under identification number

mailto:vicky@corporateeurope.org
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