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Occupation of the University of 
Amsterdam, January 2023. 
Image: ORCA Amsterdam

Occupation of the Erasmus University 
Rotterdam, February 2023. Image: Occupy EUR

Momentum & public interest
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Why?

From Thomson and Boutilier, 2011

● Cheap research - funding with mostly 
public funds but exclusive use for FFI!

● Access to students (for workforce)
● Determine direction of research and 

narratives around energy transition
● Through funding
● By being at the table (revolving        

door & building goodwill)
● Social licence to operate!
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Mapping Fossil Ties 
Coalition



Mappingfossilties.org
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Research methods
1. Web search/spider 2. Crowdsourcing

3.  Speaking with the right 

people

4. Freedom of Information 

requests



mappingfossilties.org/handbook
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Research Guide

http://www.mappingfossilties.org/handbook
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Presentations & workshops
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Providing information 
for journalists

Het Financieele Dagblad, 4 May 2023 Trouw, 9 May 2023
https://fd.nl/samenleving/1475328/actievoerders-brengen-samenwerking-unive
rsiteiten-met-fossiele-industrie-in-kaart

https://www.trouw.nl/duurzaamheid-economie/vakgroep-tu-delft-haalt-de-b
anden-met-de-fossiele-industrie-juist-aan-shell-weren-is-hypocriet~b98d4
0d1/

https://fd.nl/samenleving/1475328/actievoerders-brengen-samenwerking-universiteiten-met-fossiele-industrie-in-kaart
https://fd.nl/samenleving/1475328/actievoerders-brengen-samenwerking-universiteiten-met-fossiele-industrie-in-kaart
https://www.trouw.nl/duurzaamheid-economie/vakgroep-tu-delft-haalt-de-banden-met-de-fossiele-industrie-juist-aan-shell-weren-is-hypocriet~b98d40d1/
https://www.trouw.nl/duurzaamheid-economie/vakgroep-tu-delft-haalt-de-banden-met-de-fossiele-industrie-juist-aan-shell-weren-is-hypocriet~b98d40d1/
https://www.trouw.nl/duurzaamheid-economie/vakgroep-tu-delft-haalt-de-banden-met-de-fossiele-industrie-juist-aan-shell-weren-is-hypocriet~b98d40d1/
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Providing input for 
internal discussions

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/paris-alignment-dutch-academia-inspiration-knoge
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7118914645964283904/?com
mentUrn=urn%3Ali%3Acomment%3A%28activity%3A7118914645964283904%2C712
0439949560045568%29&actorCompanyId=91488079

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/paris-alignment-dutch-academia-inspiration-knoge
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Providing input for 
opinion pieces

^ Trouw, 9 November 2023

Mare, 25 September 2023 >

https://www.mareonline.nl/en/backgrou
nd/leiden-university-save-your-reputati
on-and-cut-fossil-ties/

https://www.trouw.nl/opinie/groene-investerin
gen-onzin-shell-zet-nog-volop-in-op-fossiel~b
a2058a6/

https://www.mareonline.nl/en/background/leiden-university-save-your-reputation-and-cut-fossil-ties/
https://www.mareonline.nl/en/background/leiden-university-save-your-reputation-and-cut-fossil-ties/
https://www.mareonline.nl/en/background/leiden-university-save-your-reputation-and-cut-fossil-ties/
https://www.trouw.nl/opinie/groene-investeringen-onzin-shell-zet-nog-volop-in-op-fossiel~ba2058a6/
https://www.trouw.nl/opinie/groene-investeringen-onzin-shell-zet-nog-volop-in-op-fossiel~ba2058a6/
https://www.trouw.nl/opinie/groene-investeringen-onzin-shell-zet-nog-volop-in-op-fossiel~ba2058a6/
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Response: Transparency reports

https://www.uu.nl/en/research/research-at-utr
echt-university/transparency-research-collabo
ration-fossil-industry

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/cont
ent/assets/algemeen/samenwerking/lopende-
onderzoeksprojecten-universiteit-leiden-in-sa
menwerking-met-de-fossiele-industrie-24082
3.pdf

https://www.uu.nl/en/research/research-at-utrecht-university/transparency-research-collaboration-fossil-industry
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/research-at-utrecht-university/transparency-research-collaboration-fossil-industry
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/research-at-utrecht-university/transparency-research-collaboration-fossil-industry
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/content/assets/algemeen/samenwerking/lopende-onderzoeksprojecten-universiteit-leiden-in-samenwerking-met-de-fossiele-industrie-240823.pdf
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/content/assets/algemeen/samenwerking/lopende-onderzoeksprojecten-universiteit-leiden-in-samenwerking-met-de-fossiele-industrie-240823.pdf
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/content/assets/algemeen/samenwerking/lopende-onderzoeksprojecten-universiteit-leiden-in-samenwerking-met-de-fossiele-industrie-240823.pdf
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/content/assets/algemeen/samenwerking/lopende-onderzoeksprojecten-universiteit-leiden-in-samenwerking-met-de-fossiele-industrie-240823.pdf
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/binaries/content/assets/algemeen/samenwerking/lopende-onderzoeksprojecten-universiteit-leiden-in-samenwerking-met-de-fossiele-industrie-240823.pdf
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● Pictures of dialogue

Response: Dialogue

Image: DUB
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Response: Silence and delay
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Response: Cutting ties (or not)

Image: @EFOutrecht

“Fossil industry to university: “Can I help you with the 
energy transition?”
Image: Maarten Wolterink
https://twitter.com/mwcartoons/status/1708037350427668637/

https://twitter.com/mwcartoons/status/1708037350427668637/
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Preliminary findings
● Relative funding coming from fossil industry partners is small → 

non-financial ties more important

● Utrecht: 0.41% of current research funding
● UvA: 0.3% of yearly research budget
● Utrecht: 0.08% of yearly revenue
● TUD 1% of external (3rd stream) funding
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Preliminary findings
● With data you can debunk claims: Fossil companies & universities claim 

not to work on fossil projects, but our database shows that they do

https://www.utwente.nl/en/news/2021/12/321915/university-of-twente-teams-up-with-dutch-consortium-to-reduce-emissions-in-maritime-se
ctor#developing-onboard-technologies

https://www.utwente.nl/en/news/2021/12/321915/university-of-twente-teams-up-with-dutch-consortium-to-reduce-emissions-in-maritime-sector#developing-onboard-technologies
https://www.utwente.nl/en/news/2021/12/321915/university-of-twente-teams-up-with-dutch-consortium-to-reduce-emissions-in-maritime-sector#developing-onboard-technologies
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Preliminary findings
● With data you can debunk claims: Fossil companies & universities claim 

not to work on fossil projects, but our database shows that they do

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/first-dive-shells-decarbonisation-research

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/first-dive-shells-decarbonisation-research
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Preliminary findings
● Evidence to back up activists claims:

Under embargo
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To explore further
● Dual use and exclusive usage 

rights
● What kind of research do 

companies sponsor?
● Fossil ties on university boards 

and assessment groups, and 
consequences

● Government policy and influence 
on “independent” funding body
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When starting your research…
● Form a research group

● Focus and scope

● Positioning & communication

● Be sensitive to researchers and individuals (risks to 

reputation and relationship with uni)

● Don’t be afraid to change course (always re-evaluate 

what is effective)
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Takeaways
1. It’s not all about the money!

2. In-tandem work of activists, researchers and journalists 

○ different people/groups in coalition can take different roles

○ pressure for transparency + cutting ties 

3. Having a running project with an active network and web portal 

provides a place that people can refer to and contact and other 

way around

4. Coordination and networking is key 

5. Who has the power to change things? / has the knowledge that 

you are after?
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Points for discussion
● What are newsworthy topics/angles? 

● What could you do with this database and research, and 

what else would you need for it to be useful to you?

● Are you/colleagues working on similar research?

● How would you approach this in your country/field?
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Backup slides
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Journalistic value
Already been in the news:
● Intransparency around externally paid professors (FD, Volkskrant)

● Research funded (secretly) by Shell used for lobbying (FTM)

● Influence on sustainability centres (financial) (Chronicle of Higher Ed)

● Influence on teaching/curriculum (RTL, AD, FTM)

● Launch of our database / referring to our database when writing about 
fossil ties debate (FD, Trouw, Science Guide, Leidsch Dagblad, university 
magazines)
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Journalistic value
What other newsworthy items could we uncover:
● What kind of research fossil partners mostly fund (e.g. CCS, hydrogen) 

leaving other climate solutions underfunded 

● Universities (and sponsored research) being used for greenwashing / 
advertising 

● Fossil ties of boards / non-democratic appointment of boards leading to 
overrepresentation of business sector

● Fossil companies get exclusive rights to research results even when only 
funding small amount of the research 

● Narratives of universities/people with most ties 
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